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! Ηοω δο ψα κνοω ωηερε ψα 

γοινγ, ιφ ψα δον’τ κνοω 

ωηερε ψα βεεν?







! Marginalization refers to the context in which those who routinely 
experience inequality, injustice, and exploitation live their lives.  
Being marginalized refers to not just experiences of injustice or 
discrimination or lack of access to resources.  In the research 
context, it acknowledges that knowledge production has long 
been organized, as have assessments of the ways producing 
knowledge can be “legitimate,” so that only certain information, 
generated by certain people in certain ways, is accepted or can 
qualify as truth.”  Historically this has meant that those on the 
margins have been the objects but rarely the authors of research, 
and the discomfort that those on the margins feel about 
adopting traditional research processes and knowledge creation 
has been interpreted as their personal inability or failings. 

! -Leslie Brown and Susan Strega, Research As Resistance 



- Leslie Brown and Susan Strega, Research As Resistance 





! 1619 to 1865 and beyond 
! Chattel slavery 
! Known to be especially brutal 
! Enslaved viewed as actual 

property, NOT a human being 
! Viewed as an animal 
! System and structure 

demanded white supremacy 
to maintain privilege 

! Systematically destroying 
cultural identity, family and 
literacy 



!  At the beginning of the 1830s (MY 
ANCESTRAL ROOT: Choctaw & Cherokee), 
nearly 125,000 Native Americans lived on 
millions of acres of land in Georgia, 
Tennessee, Alabama, North Carolina and 
Florida–land their ancestors had occupied 
and cultivated for generations. 

!  In 1830’S working on behalf of white settlers 
who wanted to grow cotton on the 
Cherokee land, the federal government, 
sent 7,000 soldiers, forcing more than 17,000 
Cherokee to leave their homelands and 
walk more than 1,200 miles to a specially 
designated “Indian territory” across the 
Mississippi River.  

!  This deadly journey is known as the “Trail of 
Tears.”  More than 5,000 Cherokee died on 
the journey from hunger, exposure and 
disease. 



! From the 1860s to the 1920s, 
towns across the U.S. violently 
expelled Black residents. 

! Racial cleansing of those 
communities  

! Today, these communities remain 
virtually all white.   

! Thousands of Black residents were 
expelled from their homes and 
land. 

! Those homes and land were then 
taken possession of White 
residents and generationally 
passed down as a form of 
ownership.  



! American terrorism still in 
existence 

! Approximately 5,000 
documented lynchings 

! Thousands more of 
undocumented lynchings 

! Lynchings occurred 
throughout the U.S. 

! YES in CA 



! Started with false 
accusation of White 
woman claiming assault 
by Black man 

! Mob of 10,000 White 
people destroyed Black 
community, businesses & 
homes 

! Occurred over a 5 day 
period 



! Tension of Black residents existing within the city’s 
population came to a head 

! A mob of White residents entered the Black district of 
East St. Louis and opened fire, killing approximately 50 
Blacks. 

! Remaining Black residents fled the community and 
never returned 





!  1917 soldiers from the all-black 24th 
Infantry Regiment 3rd Battalion (a unit of 
the Buffalo Soilders) stationed in Houston, 
Texas to guard the construction of Camp 
Logan, a training facility.  

!  Black soldier intervening in assault of 
Black woman is beaten and arrested.  

!  Another soldier comes to police station 
and is also beaten. 

!  Infantry hears of what happens and 
marches on Houston where they were 
met outside the camp by police and 
armed citizens.  

!  Four policemen, four soldiers and 12 
civilians were killed in the confrontation.  



! Marshall law was 
declared 

! The trials were held in San 
Antonio, TX with no 
publicity or review from 
the U. S. War Department 

! The only riot in U.S. history 
where more Whites than 
Blacks were killed. 



! 19 soldiers were eventually 
lynched.  

! The first lynchings were 
carried out with only two 
day's notice, White 
officers present and local 
sheriff. 

! No white soldiers or 
Houston residents were 
charged with any crimes. 



!  The NY chapter of the NAACP 
petitioned President Wilson for 
clemency.  

!  The War Department had issued a 
ruling that "all death sentences be 
suspended until the President of the 
United States could review all 
records".  

!  Wilson commuted the sentences of 
ten of the eleven soldiers sentenced 
at the third court-martial, sentencing 
them to life in prison. 

!  Camp Logan would set precedent 
for decades to come. 



! Glenwood District in Tulsa, OK was proud to be known as the 
country’s “Black Wall Street” corridor 

! 10,000 whites, including several hundred deputized by the 
police department, participated in three days of violent 
attacks against the Black community.  

! Blacks were assaulted with machine guns, airborne gunfire, 
and incendiary devices dropped from the air 

! six thousand Blacks were arrested, and 9,000 became 
homeless as over 1,200 homes were destroyed.  

! As many as 300 Blacks were killed. Many of the victims were 
buried in mass graves and other corpses were thrown into 
the Arkansas River. 







! More than 300 bills, during the 20th century, were 
brought before Congress in attempts to institute a 
federal law against lynching 

! ALL bills failed.  A anti-lynching law was NEVER adopted 
by the federal government 

! Each time it was presented, it was filibustered by 
numerous Senators of the South. 

! In 2005, a resolution was passed to apologize for the 
inaction of the U.S. government to protect Black citizens 
from lynchings.  It still was NOT a law. 





! Instigated by rumor of White woman, Fannie Taylor, alleging 
rape by a Black man 

! More than 200 whites from surrounding areas lynched more 
than two Black men, burned the town & banished survivors 
to the surrounding swamps. 

! Survivors relocated to Gainesville, FL and Northern states. 
! U.S. Government found no one responsible for massacre 
! 1994, as the result of new evidence, the Florida Legislature 

passed the Rosewood Bill which entitled the nine survivors to 
$150,000 dollars each in compensation.  









! Approximately 5,000 documented lynchings occurred 
from 1880 to the 1960’s. 

! Undocumented is estimated to be more than 20,000 
! Many times planned, with the support of law 

enforcement and the courts. 
! Involved from a few Whites to thousands 
! Postcards were sold and delivered by Kodak 
! Delivered by U.S. Postal Service until the 1930’s 
! Many times involved banishment of Black families 









! Lynched in Money, MS for 
whistling at a White 
woman 

! Taken from his uncle’s 
home, beaten, tortured & 
dumped in MS River 

! All White jury found Bryant 
NOT GUILTY after 
deliberating for 67 
minutes. 







! White police officers charged with beating Rodney King 
on video are tried. 

! Verdicts of an all White jury found L.A. police officers not 
guilty of violating Rodney King’s civil rights. 

! L.A. burned for days as residents erupted in rage of the 
justice system 



! Beaten, hooked with a 
chain to a pick-up truck & 
dragged to his death by 
three White supremacists. 

! 2001 Texas Legislature 
passed the James Byrd Jr. 
Hate Crime Law.  

! In 2009, President Obama 
signed an LGBT-inclusive 
federal hate crimes law, 
called the Matthew 
Shepard and James Byrd, Jr. 
Hate Crimes Prevention Act.  



! Grant was detained by 
BART police on platform 

! While handcuffed was shot 
in the back 

! Officer claimed he was 
reaching for a taser 

! Jury found him guilty of 
involuntary manslaughter 

! December 2013, BART 
announces adoption of new 
changes to the force 



! 17 year old Black teen 
shot & killed after being 
tracked and chased for 
looking “suspicious” 

! Killer, George Zimmerman, 
was found not guilty by 
majority White jury. 



! Gunned down by White 
resident, Michael Dunn at 
local gas station while 
sitting in vehicle for music 
being too loud. 

! 2014:  2nd trial, Dunn 
sentenced to life plus 90 
years, without the 
possibility of parole. 



!  White, New York police officers 
charged Gardner and put him in a 
chokehold for suspecting him of 
selling cigarettes. 

!  Gardner yelled, “I have asthma!  I 
can’t breathe!” 

!  He assertively stated, “IT ends 
today!” 

!  1st responders did not provide 
assistance, thought he was faking. 

!  Medical Examiner’s Office ruled the 
death a homicide 

!  December 2014, Grand Jury clears 
Officer Daniel Pantaleo of all 
“potential” charges. 



! Gunned down by White police 
officer, Darren Wilson while 
surrendering. 

! Body left in the street for FIVE 
hours!! 

! Wilson still has not been charged 
nor arrested. 

! Brown’s parents spoke at the 
United Nations regarding the 
open season on Black males in 
the U.S. 

! November 2014, Grand Jury 
decides not to indict Wilson 
(prosecutor admitted calling 
witnesses who “clearly lied”) 



! 12 year old murdered by 
Cleveland police officer 

! Playing with toy gun with a 
friend in the park 

! Officer shots within 3 seconds 
of arriving on scene 

! Officer had been assessed as 
“unfit for duty” by previous law 
enforcement employer 

! 1st aid was not immediately 
provided to Rice 

! Warning was not given to Rice 



! Sanford, FL has 
banishment history of 
1920’s. 

! Trayvon Martin’s death is 
compared to Emmitt Till 
because of the nature of 
it. 

! Strikes a cord with Black 
America regarding 
lynching history & lack of 
justice. 



! Pulled over for broken tail 
light 

! Ran from police 
! Officer shoots him 5 times in 

the back and then lies on 
the police report that it was 
self defense 

! Passerby videotapes the 
entire murder 

! Officer handcuffs Scott, 
after shooting him 

! Officer arrested & charged 
with murder 



! Chased, taken to the ground 
& arrested for suspicion of 
unpaid child support 

! Spine severed & voice-box 
crushed while in police 
custody 

! Denied medical treatment & 
later died 

! Baltimore riots erupted for days 
! 6 officers indicted.  $6.4 Milllion 

settlement. 
! Police trial is set for November 

30, 2015 







! July 2015, pulled over for 
failure to use a signal while 
changing lanes in Waller, TX 

! Was on her way to a job 
interview 

! After challenging police 
officer’s rationale, she was 
drug out of her car, 
brutalized, & arrested 

! After being held for 3 days, 
was found dead in her jail 
cell.  



! White, University of 
Cincinnati police officer 
shots DuBose in the head 

! Pulled over for failure to 
have front license plate 

! Officer claims he was being 
dragged 

! Video showed the opposite 
! Officer indicted for murder  



! Father mudered in front of 
community at a Baton Rouge, 
LA local store 

! He sold CDs and DVDs to 
support his family 

! Officers assumed he was 
reaching for a gun, when he 
was pinned to the ground and 
shot in his chest 

! They found his hands were 
empty and he had no 
weapon. 

! July 2017 NO FEDERAL 
CHARGES 



! Minnesota, murdered by a police 
oficer during a traffic stop. 

! During the stop his girlfriend 
captured his murder on FB live 
feature 

! He advised the officer he was 
getting his license when he was 
brutally shot in front of girlfriend 
and her child 

! Officer was later aquited 
! 2017-A food program has been 

created in his honor and now 
pays for lunches in the public 
school system 















Author/Activist Business Owner/Farmer 





Sankofa Nana 



Red Road 
!  Nana 
!  Healing as a way of being 
!  Honoring “core-center” 
!  Challenges strengthen the spirit 

(sacrifice, suffering, humility) 
!  Sacred path (truth, friendship, respect, 

spirituality) 
!  Service as responsibility 

Ubuntu 
!  I am because of others 
!  “I stand on the shoulders of…” 
!  Interconnection of community 
!  Generosity of spirit 
!  What one does impacts all 
!  “WE” as a way of being 
!  I belong to a greater whole.  I 

do for betterment of 
community 



- S.D. Dion (Indigenous Scholar) 

















! Whose story am I telling? 
! Whose lens?  Majoritarian or Counter Story 
! Talking without strategic action is just words 
! Begin my journey with action steps  
! Stay humble and open to learning 
! How do ya know where ya goin’?  If ya don’t know 

where ya been? 
! “Der’s healin’ in da Knowin’!” 


